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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

A total of $2.6 million in enhancement of 
nearshore artificial reefs is underway in 
Mississippi’s coastal waters. Implemented as a 
part of restoration after the 2010 Deepwater 
Horizon Oil Spill, the project will produce 
significant improvement in reef productivity 
and will ultimately provide uplift to the 
inshore marine ecosystem. 
Mississippi Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ) Executive Director Trudy 
D. Fisher said,  “The reef project is designed 
to support recovery and extension of the 
marine food web and assure the ongoing 
health and protection of a variety of 
nearshore resources including shrimp, crab, 
and oysters,” said Fisher.  “Over time, this 
work will help secure a solid foundation for 
other important restoration efforts.” 
This particular project will increase reef 
productivity significantly, thus promoting a 
robust food chain that will improve the 
overall marine ecosystem inshore.  MDEQ 
will monitor the project’s effectiveness over 
time. 

 
 

Funding for this project is the result of a negotiated 
commitment from BP to provide $1 billion for early 
restoration. To date, the agreement is the largest of its kind and 
represented an initial “down payment” toward fulfilling the 
responsible parties’ obligation to fund the complete restoration 
of injured natural resources.

PROJECT COST $2.6 million

Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Natural Resource Damage Assessment

Early Restoration Phase I

  $2.6 Million Artificial Reef Enhancement Project

From the shoreline, coastal residents will likely be able to see the 
placement of crushed limestone into the water that will serve as 
valuable nearshore habitat and provide shelter to small shrimp, 
crab and oysters.

“Coast residents understand and value the importance of  
projects like reef extension and protection.  
"Just like rising water lifts all boats, the improvement of 
habitat supports the health of all species. Whether you are a 
fisherman, a boater, a resident or a tourist, you will benefit 
from the results of this important project,” Fisher said.




